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Dedications

For my parents, who remain supportive
throughout my makings of this book.

For my grandmother, who took care of me
throughout my preteens when
| first worked on this idea.
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DESIRE IS GREAT.
IT LUBES US TO TAKE ACTION AND TO SEEK THE TRUTH.
WITHOUT DESIRE... MOTIVATION... LIFE WOULDNH’'T FUNCTION.
HENCE WHY LIFE CONTINUES TO GROW...

BUT DESIBE CAN DESTROY LIFE. AS WELL...
LONGINGS... OBSESSION... GREED...

THESE ARE STEMS OF A FRUIT ENRICHED IN
ADDICTIVE NECTAR... NATURE’S NATURAL SWEETHESS
ONLY DRAWS IN THE HUNGRY BEFORE BEING
DEQOURED BY THE TRAP.

THEREFORE A GUARDIAN WAS HEEDED...
MAanY GUARDIANS...







YOU CANNOT
BE SERIOUS.

I CAN'T TAKE
IT ANYMORE/

GET BACK
IN HERE!
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IT'S TOO DPANGEROUS
TO 60 ACK DOWN THE
MOLINTAINS IN THIS WEATHER...
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THERE. THERE.
LET'S CHECK YOUR
TEMPERATURE...




MOMMY... AM T...

GOING TO DIE...?

DON'T 8E
SILLY. YOu
JUST NEED

TO REST.

I KNOW. T SAID WE WERE
GOING TO THE HOSPITAL 8UT ITLL
HAVE TO WAIT TILL TOMORROW. :

LET'S GET YOLIR MEDICINE. ; YOU WANT TO
EGET BETTER,
DON'T
you?




WHAT’S... THE POINT? WHY CAN'T I.. GET BETTER..?
IT HASN'T... WORKED BEFORE. IT'S BEEN WEEKS..

HUSH! IT'S BETTER
THAN NOTHING. NOW,

GET SOME SLEEP. «.I DON'T

KNOW
SWEETIE...

BUT THIS WILL BE OVER SOON.
HOW ABOUT A BEDTIME STORY?

ABOUT... THE MANNAMONG?




A LONG TIME AGO... DAY BEFORE YOU (WERE EVER BORN
MOTHER PATURE CAME TO THE WORLD DURING A TIME WHEN
IT WAS BARRED AND HAD O LIFE FOR HUMANITY. DO PLANTS,

no ANIMALS, hO WATER... 3O MOTHER NATURE GAVE HUMANITY &

A BOUNTIFUL SUPPLY OF THE MYSTICAL MANNA. THE WORLD
REJOICED AS MANNA RAINED FROM THE HEAVENS EVERY
NIGHT. JUST THE TASTE ALONE WOULD CURE THE ILL,

FEED THE HUNGRY, AND GIVE ANOTHER VAST WISDOM...
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BUT OVER TIME, THE MANNA RANH LOW AND SOON,
NATIONS STIRRED UP WARS TO CLAIM WHAT REMAINED.
THIS BROUGHT DEQASTATION AND BUIN
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD...

RINA/NAANANINA
In ITS DESPERATE TIMES, HUMANITY CRIED OUT TO
MOTHER NATURE TO SAVE THEM FROM THEIR GREED
and MISERY, AND BRING LIFE BACK TO THE LAND
LIKE SHE DID MmANY YEARS BEFORE...
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MOTHER NATURE HEEDS THE CALL BUT INSTEAD
CREATED THE MANNAMONG. SPIRITS OF THE WORLD
WHO WATCH OUER US. SHE DID hOT BRING THE (MANNA
AGAIN FOR SHE KNEW IT WOULD ONLY CAUSE MORE
DESTRUCTION. THEREFORE, SHE OBDERED THE MANNAMONG

TO PROTECT US AND GUIDE OUR ACTIONS TO ENSURE
WE WOULD NOT MAKE THE SAME MISTAKE AGAIN.
UNDER THE CONDITION THAT THEY WOULD hOT
INTERFERE WITH OUR FREE WILL.
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TIONE PASSED AND HUMANITY GREW. SOON WE NEARLY FORGOT
ABOUT THE MANNAMONG AS THEY FADED INTO LEGEND.
BUT MOTHER NATURE PROMISED THAT THEY WILL CONTINUE TO
BALANCE NATURE AND PREVENT ANOTHER DISASTER SO
LONG AS WE BEMAIN AWARE OF OUR CHOICES...
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SO YOU SEE, EVEN THOUGH THE MANhA WAS
WHAT SAVED OUR WORBLD WHEN IT WAS DEAD LONG AGO,
IT 1S THE MANNAMONG WHO PRESERVE WHAT MOTHER
NATURE HAD RESTORED... THIS TIME, FOR GOOD.
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WELL I WISH I
HAD SOME
MANNA
RIGHT NOW.

BUT MAYBE THIS
WILL HELP INSTEAD.

MOMMY... PLEASE..

IT'S ATOTEM. T
CARVED IT TO DRAW
IN NURTURING
SPIRITS.

. DON'T LEAVE ME.
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WITH THIS, IT WILL
ATTRACT A GOOD SPIRIT
TO HELP YOU SET BETTER.
LIKE A LUCKY cHARM. Jb

I HOPE
IT WORKS...




CBACKLE
CRACKLE

CRACKLE
















WE CANNOT TRACE
ANY FORM OF
INFECTION WITHIN KALI THAT
EXPLAINS HER ILLNESS.

BUT HER FEVERS KEEP (< HEALTHY 0
COMINE BACK EVERY WEEK/ 8
THIS ISN'T NORMAL! = o\® 23
=
\ HER CONODITION
1S... VERY
ABNORMAL.

1
WHAT AM T SUPPOSE [
TO DO THEN!? _

I'M AFRAID I'VE DONE
ALL I CAN DO.
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L — ' OH cO0DIE!

THE SKY...
THE FLOWERS...
THEY'RE ALL
IN DIFFERENT

YOU'RE
AWAKE!




&00D TO SEE YOU'VE
GOT YOUR ENERGY BACK.
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HEY! waTtcH THe
TAIL MISSY!

HOW ARE YOU
FEELING?
ALL BETTER?
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YOU'D 8ETTER BE!
¥YOU FELL DOWN
PEALLY HARD!

DON'T BE
RIDICULOUS. T WAS
TALKING AB0OUT
HER FEVER.

HLUH...”

I'M NOT HOT...

WAIT... WHAT DID YOU
MEAN BY FELL DOWN?
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OKAY. 50... WE SHOULD 8E '

' CONCERNED WITH YOUR AT~
LANDING TOO. I GUESS. V20
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H-HOW AM I STILL ALIVE/?/
) AM I DEAD/P IS THIS HEA

SWEETIE...

LET'S MAKE THIS
EASIER FOR
ALL OF LS.

NO. YOU'RE
NOT DEAD.
YOU'RE IN MY

GARDEN OF

THE SPIRITUAL

REALM. AND AS
FOR WHO WE

ARE...

VENP! P
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WE ARE THE
MANNAMONE/

pausnree  (JEE——] MAY CALL
OF i -I -‘-_ . ["5‘ ME
motvee ML 11 GISENES.

NATURE.
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Mythical spirits crafted by Mother Nature
called mannamong have become the pinnacle
figureheads of old legends and folklore.

One little girl, Kali Teal, finds comfort in her
mother’s bedtime stories of these beings as she
struggles with an unexplainable illness. In the
midst of one of her worst episodes, Kali has a
dream where the mannamong cure her of her
ailment... Only to discover a rogue mannamonqg
responsible for her illness is using her to hide from
his kind. But for what reason?
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